ADMIRALTY COURT, IREL 4 ND; CONDUCT OF SIR J. BARRINGTON. 



RESOLUTION S 

ULPOKTED FROM 

THE COMMITTEE of the Whole House, to whom it was referred, to con- 
sider of the Eighteenth Report of the Commissioners of Judicial Inquiry in 
Ireland, which was presented to the House upon the pth day of February, 
in the last Session of Parliament ; of the Deposition forwarded to the Com- 
mission of Judicial Inquiry by Sir Jonah Barrington, Judge of the Court of 
Admiralty in Ireland, which was presented to the House upon the 1 6th day 
of March, in the last Session of Parliament ; and, of the Report which 
upon the 1st day of June, in the last Session of Parliament, was made from 
the Committee appointed to take into consideration the Eighteenth Report of 
the Commissioners of Judicial Inquiry in Inland, together w ith the Deposi- 
tion forwarded to those Commissioners by Sir Jonah Barrmgtm, Judge o 
the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland and other Papers connected with 
the conduct of Sir Jonah Barrington, in the discharge of his judicial 



[. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Committee, That in consequence of 

an Address from the House of Commons, his late Majesty was graciously pleased 
to issue a Commission, under the Great Seal, for examining the salaries, duties and 
emoluments of the several Officers, Clerks and hlinisters of Justice, within that part 
of the United Kingdom called Ireland ; and that the Commissioners so appointed, 
have laid before Parliament eighteen several Reports, the Eighteenth of which relates 
to the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland : That on tile faith of such Reports, 
divers Acts of the Legislature have been passed and are now in force : 

■idly. That the Office of Judge of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland, is an 
office of dignity and importance, on the impartial and uncorrupt execution of which, 
the honour of the Crown, and the protection of the rights and interests of many, 
both of His Majesty’s Subjects, and of Foreigners, engaged m maritime pursuits, 
greatly depend : 

■\d\w. That bv Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Ireland, bearing date the 
Qid of May 1 7 Q 7 , Doctor Barrington, now Sir Jonah Barrington, was appointed 
m the said Office of Judge of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland, with power 
to depute and surrogate in his place, one or more deputy or deputies, as often as he 
should think fit . 

ithlv That it is stated in the aforesaid Eighteenth Report, that statements were 
made to the Commissioners on oath, and confirmed by documents produced to the 
said Commissioners, by which it appeared, that in two several derelict cases, ivhich 
were adiudicated in the said High Court of Admiralty, the Judge who theri presided, 
the aforesaid Sir Jonah Barrington, had appropriated to his own use certain portions 
of the proceeds : 

sthlv That it is stated in the aforesaid Eighteenth Report, that it appeared, from 
the oral and documentary evidence before the Commissioners, in the first of these 
cases “ the Nancy derelict,” that Sir Jonah Barrington appropriated to his own 
use out of the proceeds, £. 482. Ss.M. and f . 200. making together £.682. Ss. 8<i., 
and never repaid any part of either, and that the Registrar is a loser m that cause to 
the amount of £.546- 1 is. 4<I-. including his poundage : 
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2 RESOLUTIONS OF THE WHOLE HOUSE 

ethly. That it is stated in the aforesaid Eighteenth Renort that in 
those cases, that of the “ Redstrand derelict,” on the 1 2* of Ta “ 
sum of f. 200 was paid by the marshal idto the reoistry on accol!n?Td,‘^'°’ ‘j® 
in this cause, and on the samp Hnv SiV T i, t>® • account of the proceeds 

Nerreomen, which he (the registrarj accordingly did ^ ^ ™ *"‘"“' 1 “'’''= 

Mr. Henry 

he would not present the order for two months af tfiP M r ^ v T’ that 

left Ireland, and never since returned That ’iVTr^M I period Sir Jonah 

(upwards of four years) Id ^ he col no^^ " considerable time, 

morial, addressed ,0 tte Lmd Lfe„tenr„f stat rhe^r®"®^ prepared a me- 
plaining of the conduct of the • o^ri ’ • ^ u ^‘*’^“*^^®tances, and corn- 

payment of his money, otherwise h? would to the Registrar, he demanded 
he held in his hand, ^at the Reahtrar an ■ y the memorial which 
on the 8th day of bly .8,4 paS Mr *'® ‘“f J-dge, 

<0 the Commissioners his^eceipt\nd°a°lLer of a k “"''I 4°®'“'’ 
from Mr. Masters for his good conduct in the tramactinn _Tbf “*"»'''odgment 
Similar circumstances, the Registrar naid a fnrfia cr under somewhat 

Wycherly another saitm® wl“„“ 5 b L toTdett®; to «e?f‘® 

hat mcludmg his own fees in the cause, amounttag to £ “/ a„d bis ® 
the net proceeds, amounting to f ? me ftko R ■ » and his poundage on 

due to him in this causff I2 o. n 

refLS"S,'s;®Se""eltrt‘n 5 r 

which with the several letters addresspH^t commum<^ti<ms were received from him, 
printed in the Appendi rthe a - '-^Ply. are 
general denial contained in these Tnd sTbsentm ^^ “f 

or explanation of the foregoing facts given bv^Sir Jonah to the contradiction 

contradiction would have had much weieht >with tlJ • .^*^*”“V®sioners, which 
facts been supported only byTe paTor^ alleged 

but that when the Commissioners found the hand^^wrlting of 

irhL®' sss^fe^er-Vb^^^^^^^^ 

evSeS:^ ofaitaSXuSf",®' Ib® on 

to the Commissioners by Sir Jonah Barrinst™® ‘'^positions forwarded 

the conduct of Sir Jonah Barrin“on f„ the®dtchar„e °f b®' 5 °""'"®^ "i* 

p^irS®r„t®' ''-® »®“® ®®f®™“ ‘® “ s®'oo‘ co®i.®„°Lf®/“te®'ifsrS;:®:f 

n,aS'so“f„®l®hl‘=°3S^^ '"f” '“"-^oration the 

Chief Secretary of the Imd Liemen.nt'’®”®'’ Bamngton having, in a letter to the 
country to be Lam^.'^wWver a ComS “ ®°”® “®®' «’« 

the Report of the Commissioners, the Comm tte diSbri him°Ih'®r‘‘ ‘° ®°”®“®® 
of meeting allegations which so seriously affecTd Ws chafa° opportunity 

mit\fi“fo£Sf;h;Tf':ftW“ta^ ">® «bject sub- 

evidence, came to’ a^keplStttXf hTS 11^®^^^^"^“! 

from 
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ON THE CONDUCT OF SIR JONAH BARRINGTON. 3 

from which Report it appears, that on the whole the Committee were of opi- 
nion that Sir Jonah Barrington, as Judge of the High Court of Admiralty in 
Ireland, did, in the years 1805 and 1810, under colour of his official authority, 
apply to his own use two sums amounting to £ . 500. 95. 2d. out of the proceeds of 
the derelict ship “ Nancy,” then lodged in the hands of the Registrar of that 
Court; and that he did, in the year 1810, in a similar manner, apply to his own 
use the sum of £ . 200 out of the proceeds of the “ Redstrand ” derelict. 

Resolved, That it appears to this Committee, That the opinion so expressed 
in the aforesaid Report of the Select Committee, is fully warranted by the evidence, 
and is entitled to the concurrence of this Committee. 

Resolved, That it is therefore the opinion of this Committee, That Sir Jonah 
Barrington has been guilty of serious malversation in the discharge of his office of 
Judge of the High Court of Admiralty, and that it is unfit, and would be of bad 
example, that he should continue to hold the said office, 
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